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More than six dozen people were wrongfully con-
victed of driving with a suspended license in Washing-
ton and Clackamas counties based on faulty state DMV 
records, prosecutors say.

The district attorneys in each county began audit-
ing their prosecutions after The Oregonian/OregonLive 
reported in February that Oregon’s Driver and Motor 
Vehicle Services has improperly recorded about 3,000 
driver’s licenses in the last two decades as suspended 
indefinitely.

Washington County’s top prosecutor, Kevin Barton, 
last month joined others in pushing the DMV to do its 
own audit and fix its system.

“At a minimum, DMV should ensure appropriate 
action is taken to undo the impact of a wrongful arrest or 
conviction,” Barton wrote to the state agency. “Despite 
widespread media attention and legislative action to 
address one aspect of this issue, DMV has remained 
noticeably silent.”

The DMV is doing an internal analysis and working to 
correct its records, said spokesperson Michelle D. God-
frey. “One wrongful conviction is too many,” Godfrey 
said by email. 

OREGON DMV 

Dozens of wrongful 
convictions found 
in suspended 
license cases

SPORTS

Reser nears 
completion
In a much needed dose 
of good news, Oregon 
State opened its doors 
to the nearly finished 
$161 million renovations 
to Reser Stadium. “It’s 
one of the most relevant 
stadiums in the country,” 
said AD Scott Barnes.   B1

FOOD

It’s tomato 
season
It’s time to enjoy the 
fruits of your garden 
labor. Recipes in today’s 
paper include a simple 
but satisfying tomato 
bruschetta, a one-pot 
pasta of cherry tomatoes, 
corn and sugar-snap 
peas, and succotash 
ravioli, bathed in a 
buttery tomato sauce, 
among others.   C1

The Oregon Senate is seen in session at the state Capitol on June 15. Oregon’s elections 
chief says the 10 state senators who had more than 10 unexcused absences during the 
most recent GOP-led walkout can’t run for reelection in 2024.   Associated Press, file

Jamie Goldberg    The Oregonian/OregonLive

Ten Republican and Independent senators who par-
ticipated in a six-week walkout this spring won’t be 
allowed to run for reelection, Secretary of State LaVonne 
Griffin-Valade announced Tuesday.

Griffin-Valade wrote that she views voter-approved 
Measure 113 as disqualifying Oregon lawmakers who 
received 10 or more unexcused absences during the 2023 
legislative session from running for reelection in 2024.

That was clearly what voters intended, even though 
wording of the full text of the measure said absentee law-
makers couldn’t run in the election “after” their term, 
whereas lawmakers run for reelection about two months 
before their terms end. Ballot language and media cov-
erage all communicated to voters that the punishment 
for absences would impact lawmakers in their next term, 
not a later one, she noted.

“It is clear voters intended Measure 113 to disqualify 
legislators from running for reelection” to a term imme-
diately following the one in which they have 10 or more 
unexcused absences, Griffin-Valade said in a statement. 

“My decision honors the voters’ intent by enforcing 
the measure the way it was commonly understood when 
Oregonians added it to our state constitution.”

She said she directed the Oregon Elections Division 
not to accept reelection filings from any lawmaker who 
skipped that much work.

Voters approved Measure 113 in November as an 
attempt to crack down on walkouts at the Legislature

Ten Republican and Independent senators participated 
in a six-week walkout; they plan to contest decision.

NATION

New national 
monument
President Joe Biden 
signed a national 
monument designation 
for the greater Grand 
Canyon, turning the 
decades-long visions of 
Native American tribes 
and environmentalists 
into reality.   A13

“My decision 
honors the 
voters’ intent 
by enforcing 
the measure 
the way it was 
commonly 
understood 
when 
Oregonians 
added it to 
our state 
constitution.”
Secretary of State 
LaVonne Griffin-Valade
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METRO

Naked Bike 
Ride returns
The World Naked Bike 
Ride is set to return this 
Saturday, once again 
drawing throngs of nude 
cyclists to the city streets. 
Whether you’re looking 
to join the festivities or 
avoid it, here’s what you 
need to know.   A10
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30-second commercials run weekly throughout 
the NW in programming that includes: Network 
Prime, Network Specials, Sports and Local 
News.  These spots reach a potential audience 
of 5.6 million viewers.

We utilize Instagram and Facebook platforms to 
layer in a social presence for our advertising. 
Again, we target specific counties and zip codes 
within Oregon, Washington, and Idaho. We feature 
focused content for an average of seven days, with 
campaigns changing weekly.

Bi-Mart members want to stay up-to-date with sales and 
events we’re participating in within our community. Bi-Mart 
newsletters are emailed to over 160,000 members every 
Sunday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday. 
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