
Delivering 600,000+ impressions each week to specific counties and zip codes 
across the three state NW marketplace.

Highly visible front page 
positioning in the 
Oregonian/Portland 
(Wednesday, Friday & Sunday).

Delivering 1,000,000+ impressions 
each day thru 10 major media partner 
website takeovers in Portland, 
Spokane, Boise, Central Oregon, 
Southern Oregon, Eugene and Yakima.

Mike Rogoway   The Oregonian/OregonLive

David Gerstenfeld’s time running the Oregon Employ-
ment Department has been the most difficult in the 
agency’s history.

The veteran department administrator took over as 
an emergency replacement in May 2020, when former 
Gov. Kate Brown fired Gerstenfeld’s predecessor during 
the pandemic’s chaotic early days. Brown installed him 
as acting director, an interim leader assigned to bring 
order to an agency in disarray.

Over the next three years, Gerstenfeld oversaw the 
department as it struggled to manage an unprecedented 
surge in jobless claims, overcome faltering customer ser-
vice and pay out billions of dollars in claims augmented 
by major federal pandemic relief programs — all while 
Gerstenfeld remained, nominally, a stand-in.

Now, under a new governor, Gerstenfeld continues to 
run the employment department on an indefinite basis 
as the agency again copes with rising unemployment 
and works to implement a new family-leave program 
and replace the obsolete computer system that hobbled 
the agency early in the pandemic.

EMPLOYMENT DEPARTMENT 

Jobs agency chief 
has been ‘acting’ for 
3 years; what’s next?

SPORTS

Pilots pushing 
for tourney
Forward Alex Fowler, 
who has “done so much 
for the program,” is 
looking to cap her 
dominant senior season 
by leading Portland to 
the WCC tournament 
championship and the 
NCAA Tournament.   B1

FOOD

Quick, easy 
one-pot meals
A new cookbook from 
Jamie Oliver offers 
no-fuss, no-mess meals 
that still deliver big on 
taste. Better still, all can 
be made in a single pan, 
which means super-easy 
cleanup.   C1

Public defender Amanda Alvarez Thibeault, pictured in Washington County Circuit 
Court, says for many years those in her profession have “believed you’re not a public 
defender unless you’re miserable. And that thinking is just wrong.”   Dave Killen, staff

OREGON PUBLIC DEFENSE SERVICES

Public defense fix 
simple, but costly

Aimee Green   The Oregonian/OregonLive

A decade after graduating near the top of her class at 
Lewis & Clark Law School and starting a career as a pub-
lic defender in Hillsboro, Amanda Alvarez Thibeault is 
overcome with financial worry.

She hasn’t been able to pay down any of the princi-
pal from her law school loans, which have swelled with 
interest to $240,000. She and her husband haven’t put 
any money into a college savings account for their ele-
mentary-school-aged daughter. And Thibeault says 
her retirement account is so insignificant that it would 
only cover a few months of living expenses in her golden 
years.

“My biggest nightmare is I’m going to have to do this 
until I drop dead,” Thibeault said. “And I don’t think our 
counterparts — prosecutors — have those fears.”

Thibeault’s uneasiness is echoed by leagues of public 
defenders who represent defendants who can’t afford a 
lawyer but are constitutionally guaranteed one in state 
courts across Oregon. They were drawn to this area of 
law almost as it were a calling, but years or decades into 
their careers are butting up against a cold, harsh truth: 
They are among the lowest paid lawyers in their profes-
sion — typically making between $65,000 and $115,000 
a year. That’s less than half of what many of their coun-
terparts garner in private practice, and tens of thou-
sands less that what many prosecutors — whose salaries 
are also funded by the state — make.

Many proponents for change say just raising public 
defenders’ pay would help solve ongoing shortage

METRO

Snow, cold 
outlook
Portlanders with sleds 
haven’t had much chance 
to use them in 2023. Will 
Wednesday be the day?
Probably not, though, it 
all depends on where the 
snow lands. More certain 
is that cold temperatures 
are on their way.   A4

WORLD

Biden affirms 
NATO unity
President Joe Biden 
on Tuesday hailed 
the resilience of 
Ukraine’s people and 
the steadfastness of 
Americans and their 
NATO allies for  helping 
Kyiv battle Russian 
aggression.   A12

“My biggest 
nightmare 
is I’m going 
to have to do 
this until I 
drop dead. 
And I don’t 
think our 
counterparts 
— prosecutors 
— have those 
fears.”
Amanda Alvarez 
Thibeault

Inside Business: Residents moving to the metro area are 
more likely to choose Washington state’s Clark County over 
Multnomah, Washington or Clackamas counties, according 
to a new report from the Portland Business Alliance.   B12
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Check out our Savings Guide at bimart.com today

All Natrol Vitamins and Supplements are 20% off at Bi-Mart.  
 Bi-Mart aims to provide great value and customer service to our customers.

Healthy Savings!
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MULTNOMAH COUNTY ANIMAL SERVICES

County officials failed 
to act at animal shelter

BUSINESS

Big tech gets big tax breaks 
Hundreds of millions of dollars in state property tax 
breaks go overwhelmingly to large tech companies.   D1

LIFE & CULTURE

‘Epicenter for BIPOC creativity’ 
New owners of the Horizon Enterprise Building hope to 
provide a much-needed space for artists of color.   L&C6

Thousands of license suspensions 
are wrongly kept on records forever

Maxine Bernstein   The Oregonian/OregonLive

Nicholas Chappelle spent nearly a year at Snake River 
Correctional Institution after he was arrested and con-
victed for driving with a suspended license.

He never should have spent a day behind bars.
Chappelle is one of untold numbers of Oregonians 

stopped by police, arrested, put in jail and even wrong-
fully convicted based on faulty DMV information, a 
breakdown in record-keeping that has existed for years 
but the state never fixed.

By the time a Columbia County prosecutor realized 
Chappelle was innocent, he had lost his job as a union 
ironworker and missed the birth of his son while being 
held at the medium-security prison in eastern Oregon, 
far from his family in Scappoose.

Chappelle never questioned the charge, having relied 
on his defense lawyer, the prosecutor and state records. 
He even pleaded guilty to the felony.

His case highlights a major flaw in how the state 
Department of Transportation’s Driver & Motor Vehicle 
Services Division records license suspensions resulting 
from criminal convictions. 

OREGON DRIVERS

False DMV records 
lead to mistaken 
arrests, convictions 

A dog sits in its kennel at 
the Multnomah County 
Animal Services building 
in Troutdale on Jan. 10. 
The situation at the 
shelter reached a crisis 
point in January when 
the shelter announced it 
would suspend intakes for 
a week, citing overcrowd-
ing and staffing shortages.   
Sean Meagher, staff

Newly elected Multnomah County 
Chair Jessica Vega Pederson announced 
last week she plans a sweeping review to 
fix profound problems at the county’s trou-
bled animal shelter.

“We’ve put together a team and an 
approach committed to making meaning-
ful change because Multnomah County 
deserves these issues to be resolved 
promptly and completely,” she said of the 
review, which she first called for 11 days 
into her term.

But problems at the Troutdale shel-
ter had been well-documented for at 

least seven years before Vega Pederson’s 
announcement. 

In 2016, county auditors highlighted 
concerns about animal care, inadequate 
staffing and poor documentation and 
called for action, making their case in a 
public meeting before the county board 
headed by then-Chair Deborah Kafoury. 
Seeing a lack of improvement on those 
core issues in 2018, they again pushed for 
change before the board, which by then 
included Vega Pederson.

But a review by The Oregonian/
OregonLive found that county officials 
failed to follow through on the audi-
tors’ most important recommendations, 
despite repeated assurances and acknowl-
edgment that more should be done:
    › Auditors implored the shelter to imple-

ment a comprehensive daily enrich-
ment program for cats and dogs and 
document all social contact, men-
tal stimulation and physical activity

Staff, volunteers, auditors 
raised alarms about 
animal shelter for years.

Jamie Goldberg    
The Oregonian/OregonLive

METRO

Gonzalez sticks by tent policy 
Commissioner Rene Gonzalez says more tents and 
tarps aren’t the solution to cold-weather deaths.   A19
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Start Saving Tuesday!

Watch for our Savings Book in your mailbox this week.

Our newest Savings Book has 16 pages of great deals.  
Shop Bi-Mart and save on gardening, spring essentials, and more!
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NEWSPAPER

DIGITAL IMPRESSIONS

WEBSITE TAKEOVERS

BI-MART ADVERTISING RECAPBI-MART ADVERTISING RECAP

WEEK OF:
2/22 - 2/28
WEEK OF:
2/22 - 2/28



Organic and Paid social media posts to current and 
new potential Bi-Mart Members thru Facebook, 
Instagram and Twitter - with a total reach of over 
85,000 people.

30-second commercials run weekly throughout 
the NW in programming that includes: Network 
Prime, Network Specials, Sports and Local 
News.  These spots reach a potential audience 
of 5.6 million viewers.

We utilize Instagram and Facebook platforms 
to layer in a social presence for our advertis-
ing. Again, we target specific counties and zip 
codes within Oregon, Washington, and Idaho. 
We feature focused content for an average of 
seven days, with campaigns changing weekly.

Bi-Mart members want to stay up-to-date with sales and 
events we’re participating in within our community. Bi-Mart 
newsletters are emailed to over 160,000 members every 
Sunday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday. 

ORGANIC SOCIAL MEDIA

CLICK HERE TO WATCH TV SPOTS

PAID SOCIAL MEDIA

EMAIL BLAST

TELEVISION

https://www.dropbox.com/s/hbq9d34uw6fl2qj/BIMT%20FLX022823%20A%20CW_ONLINE.mp4?dl=0

