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77 defendants in Oregon jails 
don’t have a public defender

Aimee Green   The Oregonian/OregonLive

The number of defendants held in Oregon jails with-
out legal representation has tripled within the past two 
months. 

As of Thursday, 77 defendants are languishing behind 
bars — their criminal cases at a standstill — because 
there are no public defenders available to represent 
them. The longest a defendant has been jailed without 
a lawyer in Multnomah County is five months — and 
counting.

“It’s unacceptable that we’re holding people in jail 
without attorneys, but we are. We are in that position,” 
said Cheryl Albrecht, Multnomah County Circuit Court’s 
chief criminal judge.

Albrecht is one in a chorus — judges, public defenders 
and prosecutors alike — who are sounding alarms over 
this constitutional conundrum: How long is too long to 
keep defendants locked up without lawyers?

The Sixth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution and 
the Oregon Constitution guarantee defendants who are 
facing jail or prison time the right to an attorney, even if 
they can’t afford one. But the founding documents offer 
no clear guidance about what should happen when the 
government can’t find available public defenders to take 
on the job.

PUBLIC DEFENSE CRISIS

Incarceration without 
representation

As Hayward Demison III watched 
Monday Night Football from his home 
in Troutdale, gazing on as Buffalo Bills 
safety Damar Hamlin lay unconscious on 
the ground, his mind wandered.

It drifted 12-plus years to a time when 
his was the unconscious body on the 
football field. The day he died.

It was always Demison’s dream to run 
for a game-winning touchdown. And on 
Sept. 10, 2010, early in his junior season at 
Central Catholic, the 6-foot-1, 195-pound 
running back had just made the biggest 
play of his life, taking a 45-yard scamper 
to the house to put the Rams ahead 28-24 
over Canby.

Moments later he was sprawled on the 
sideline, “gasping for air like it was his 
last breath,” running backs coach Woody 
Green said at the time.

Then Demison’s heart stopped.
Lisa Lyver, a cardiac nurse who was 

in the stands at West Linn High School 
that Friday, sprang into action, making 
her way down from the stands. She per-
formed CPR, and after several lifeless 
minutes, resuscitated Demison.

Two years earlier, he had been mis-
diagnosed with athletic asthma. While 
he sometimes had difficulty breathing 
while playing football, it was because his 
left coronary artery hadn’t been supply-
ing his heart with enough blood during 
exertion.

It surfaced that Friday night in the 
form of a heart attack.

Over a decade later, equipped with 
the full story, Demison can only envi-
sion how the whole thing played out that 

night: The medical response, the coaches, 
his teammates, how the Central Catholic 
family and community came together in 
the aftermath.

During the Monday Night Football 
game, 24-year-old Hamlin suffered car-
diac arrest and collapsed on the field after 
a tackle. The referees stopped the game 
and Hamlin had to be taken off the field 
in an ambulance to a hospital. The game 
was suspended for about an hour before 
the NFL announced it would be postponed 
indefinitely.

Unlike the NFL game, Central Catho-
lic and Canby continued their game after 
Demison’s heart attack, something Cen-
tral Catholic head coach Steve Pyne thinks 
about to this day.

FOOTBALL INJURIES

‘I’m still grateful for 
my life every day’

Hayward Demison III stands with his children, Aaliyah and Taurean, 
after a youth flag football game.   Courtesy photo

In wake of Damar Hamlin 
injury, former Central 
Catholic star reflects on his 
own in-game health scare

Shane Hoffmann    
For The Oregonian/OregonLive

MORE INSIDE

Bu�alo Bills safety Damar 
Hamlin has begun to com-
municate in writing with his 
family and others who have 
been at his bedside since 
he went into cardiac arrest 
Monday — and his �rst ques-
tion was “Did we win?” his 
doctors said Thursday.   B1

A&E

Winter arts guide 
Beat the cold-weather blues with a dazzling performance 
or a thought-provoking exhibit. We share our picks for 
theater, dance, classical music and visual arts.    A&E6

NATION

House locked in stalemate 
For a long and frustrating third day, Republicans  
kept the speaker’s chair empty as Kevin McCarthy 
failed an excruciating string of votes.   A8
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Check out our Savings Book at bimart.com today

Bi-Mart Vitamins and Supplements are 25% off.  
Keep yourself and your wallet healthy when you shop Bi-Mart.

A Lifetime of Savings
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SPORTS

Hamlin’s family seeks prayers 
Buffalo Bills safety Damar Hamlin is still in critical 
condition in Cincinnati hospital.   B1

Shane Dixon Kavanaugh   The Oregonian/OregonLive

With the stroke of his pen, Mayor Ted Wheeler reshuf-
fled some of Portland’s largest and most high-profile 
agencies — from transportation and parks to fire and 
housing — into new City Council members’ hands late 
last week.

Those decisions, revealed Tuesday, come as Port-
land’s elected leaders collectively seek to curtail ongo-
ing crises, revamp municipal services and plan for the 
transformation of the city’s form of government, which, 
among other things, will turn control of the bureau-
cracy over to a professional city manager beginning in 
2025.

It also marks the exercise of one of the few powers that 
a Portland mayor has over their four council colleagues 
under the city’s current commission form of govern-
ment, which residents voted in November to replace.

After November’s election, in which businessman 
Rene Gonzalez defeated incumbent Commissioner Jo 
Ann Hardesty, Wheeler announced he would rejigger 
bureau oversight to help ease City Hall’s restructuring.

CITY HALL

Wheeler shakes up 
bureau assignments

Sami Edge    The Oregonian/OregonLive

When Lane Thompson told former boss Rebekah Bas-
sett that she’d been hired as Oregon’s first statewide stu-
dent loan ombuds, Bassett knew the job would be a nat-
ural fit.

Thompson worked for Bassett for six years at the Com-
munity and Shelter Assistance Corp. (CASA) of Oregon, 
helping people save for life goals like buying a home, 
starting a business or going back to school. Those goals 
were often stymied by clients’ student debt, and Thomp-
son sought out training to become one of few student 
loan counselors in the state.

She knows the complicated arena personally. At 35, 
Thompson is still paying off the nearly $40,000 in loans 
she took out to attend Portland State University as an out-
of-state student more than a decade ago.

“I don’t think there are a lot of people who have the 
knowledge and experience in student loan coaching who 
understand the layers of bureaucracy you have to navi-
gate in order to get an answer,” Bassett said of Thompson. 
“She has the experience in a lot of different ways.”

Thompson started as Oregon’s first student loan 
ombuds last summer. Her job is to help Oregonians under-
stand their rights when it comes to student loans and

STUDENT LOAN OMBUDS

State has new advocate for student loan borrowers

Rep. Kevin McCarthy, R-Calif., failed three times to secure the Republican votes to become House 

speaker on Tuesday. It was the first time that a majority party’s nominee has faltered on an initial 

ballot since 1923. The votes were a blow to McCarthy, who spent weeks making concessions to hard-

right Republicans. Nineteen in the GOP voted for other Republicans on the first two ballots. On the 

second and third ballots, far-right rebels all voted for Jim Jordan of Ohio.   Alex Brandon, Associated Press

WASHINGTON

For first time in 100 years,  
House fails to elect speaker on 1st ballot

Amid stalemate, House votes to adjourn until Wednesday.   A11
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Check out our new Savings Book in your mailbox or at bimart.com today

All pet toys are 20% off at Bi-Mart (subject to stock on hand).  
Stop by Bi-Mart and pickup something for the whole family.

New Year, New Toys!
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BI-MART ADVERTISING RECAPBI-MART ADVERTISING RECAP

WEEK OF:
1/4 - 1/10
WEEK OF:
1/4 - 1/10



Organic and Paid social media posts to current and new 
potential Bi-Mart Members thru Facebook, Instagram 
and Twitter - with a total reach of over 85,000 people.

30-second commercials run weekly throughout 
the NW in programming that includes: Network 
Prime, Network Specials, Sports and Local 
News.  These spots reach a potential audience 
of 5.6 million viewers.

We utilize Instagram and Facebook platforms 
to layer in a social presence for our advertis-
ing. Again, we target specific counties and zip 
codes within Oregon, Washington, and Idaho. 
We feature focused content for an average of 
seven days, with campaigns changing weekly.

Bi-Mart members want to stay up-to-date with sales and 
events we’re participating in within our community. Bi-Mart 
newsletters are emailed to over 160,000 members every 
Sunday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday. 

ORGANIC SOCIAL MEDIA

CLICK HERE TO WATCH TV SPOTS

PAID SOCIAL MEDIA

EMAIL BLAST

TELEVISION

https://www.dropbox.com/s/lp8jqmc3rjkjs52/BIMT%20FLX010323%20C_ONLINE.mp4?dl=0

